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SUBJECT: IRAQI GOVERNMENT CHANGES 
REF: BAGHDAD 862 

1 . IRAQI PRESS OF JUNE 24 REPORTS REVOLUTIONARY COMMAND 
COUNCIL DECISIONS WHICH CONSTITUTE IMPORTANT 
INTERNAL SHAKE UP, ALTHOUGH NO CABINET POSITIONS 

ARE CHANGED. RCC MEMBER IZZAT IBRAHIM ADDS THE POST OF 
CHAIRMAN OF THE HIGHER AGRICULTURAL COUNCIL OF THE RCC 
TO HIS ALREADY IMPRESSIVE ARRAY OF JOBS. BAATH PARTY 
REGIONAL COMMAND MEMBER MUHY ABDUL HUSSEIN IS NAMED AS 
SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE RCC, AN IMPORTANT STAFF 
POSITION. HISHAM IBRAHIM AL-SHAWI, WHO WAS RECENTLY 
NAMED AS AMBASSADOR TO THE UNITED NATIONS BUT WHO 
NEVER TOOK UP THAT POST, HAS BECOME HEAD OF THE 
PRESIDENTIAL DIWAN, A POSITION WHICH HAS LESS IMPORT 
ANCE THAN IT DID WHEN PRESIDENT BAKR WAS PLAYING A MORE 
ACTIVE ROLE. RCC RESOLUTIONS ALSO EFFECTED SOME 15 OTHER 
PERSONNEL CHANGES, INCLUDING NEW APPOINTMENTS AND TRANSFERS 
OF UNDER SECRETARIES, PROVINCIAL GOVERNORS. HEADS OF 
ESTABLISHMENTS, AND DIRECTORS GENERAL. 
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2. COMMENT: OUR ANALYSIS OF CHANGES SUGGESTS THAT 
IRAQI STRONGMAN SADDAM HUSSEIN AND IZZAT IBRAHIM ARE 
WORKING CLOSELY TO STRENGTHEN EACH OTHER'S POSITION 
AS A PRELUDE TO THE POWER STRUGGLE WHICH WILL OCCUR AT 
SOME TIME IF BAKR DIES OR OTHERWISE RELINQUISHES 
CONTROL. ALMOST ALL OF THESE CHANGES INVOLVE ADVANCEMENT 
OF MEN WHO ARE PROTEGES OF EITHER HUSSEIN OR IBRAHIM. IT 
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IS ALSO NOTEWORTHY THAT, ON THE RELATIVELY FEW 
OCCASIONS HUSSEIN HAS APPEARED IN PUBLIC SINCE HIS 
ILLNESS, HE HAS ALMOST WITHOUT EXCEPTION BEEN IN THE 
COMPANY OF IBRAHIM. THE BEST BET FOR THE TARGET OF 
THIS APPARENT COORDINATION BETWEEN THE TWO MEN IS RCC 
MEMBER TAHA YASIN AL-JAZRAWI, WHOSE STAR SEEMS TO BE 
IN DESCENT. 

MACK 
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